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Hi! name is ewell . 
Okay, I know my moniker is 
unfamiliar to you, right now. Pretty 
soon, however, it will be gracing the 
pages of NEW TALENT SHOWCASE. 
There's been a lot of publicity about 
this project, but no one has thouS/ht to 
ask any of us ("us" being the . 
aforementioned NEW TALENT) 01 our 
experiences. I thought it might be 
informative and encouraging for 
other aspiring comic prolessionals to 
learn a bit about the inner workings 
and machinations of being 
published. 

I asked Dick, and he gave me 
permission to tell you about the 
phone booth hidden within the 
confines of 666 Filth Avenue into 
which an ordinary, mild.mannered 
woman can enter and emerge 
seconds later as .... ...... . 
SUPERWRITERIIIIIII 

Well, so that's not nactly what 
happens. Sometimes my imagination 
gets a little carried away. I am a 
·writer, after all . But I'm not mild· 
mannered, and I don't wear glasses, 
either. 

How doe. it happen? I can only tell 
you 01 my own experience, and of the 
things I have been taught. 

About a year ago, a note was made 
of the hunt for new faces at DC right 
on this page. I had written some 
articles for magazines, starting a nice 
collection of reject .lips. There were 
also a pile 01 stories I had written, 
mostly lor myself, Bitting and 
collecting duat in one 01 my desk 
drawers. (What did I do for a liVing? I 
was a registered nuree.) But I had 
never written for any fanzines, nor 
had considered comics as a viable 
alternative for shOWing off any talent 
I might possess. 

But I was at a crossroads in my life. 
NurSing had paled on me, even 
though the money was good ... and I 
had vowed never to become the gruff, 
bitter type, feeling trapped in a job 
that calls for so much. A nurse means 
caring. I had what 'haa been 
termed as "post·divorce ayndrome" , 
throwing myself into a variety f 
activities. 

So it was a combination of these 
factors, plus curiosity, that made me 
sit down, compile a character and 

storyline, and send it ofJ 10 Sal 
Amendola, he being the NEW 
TALENT COORDINATOR. Poor guy . 
His desk has never looked the same. 
Among the hundreds of manila 
envelopes he plowed through was 
mine. 

First there was some preliminary 
correspondence. Just enough 10 get 
my hopes up. Of course, I knew better 
Ihan to count my chickens before 
they hatched, but who cared? There 
was a chancel 

Aboul six weeks later, I found 
myself sitting in Karen Berger's office. 
(She being the editor of the 
SHOWCASE book). With typical New 
Yorker aplomb, I was very matter.of. 
fact as we sat and discussed a bit of 
my personal history, writing 
experience, story· line and plot 
possibilities. Right, Karen? I even 
managed to shake Len Wein 's hand 
with jpst the right amount of 
nonchalance when he interrupted our 
discussion, and Karen introduced me. 
Uh, Karen, don't look at ma like that. 
Well, never mind her; folks . I really 
was the height of Big Apple 
sophistication. 

Then I was sent home with stacks of 
material on comic writing . Actually, I 
Iloated home. Why, I even got stuck 
in the Holland Tunnel fo r an hour 
and a half, and couldn't care less . 11 
you've never gotten stuck in the 
Holland Tunnel.. .. How many 01 you 
have ever read Dante's Inferno? 
That's the idea. But I actually 
welcomed the traffic. Gave me a 
chance to think about what had 
transpired earlier. 

Once I got home, J laid everything 
out in Iront of me. This included 
guidelines, old plot synopses and 
.cripts, a couple of old House of 
Mystery's, and note. I had taken 
during my di.cus.ion with Karen . I 
didn' t get to work right away. 

But the next day, I tackled my 
typewriter with great fervor. There are 
many ways of writing a comic, but I 
was doing a full script. This entails 
ali directions, panel breakdowns, 
sound effects, captions, and dialogue. 
Before one can graduate to other 
forms, a writer must learn to visualize 
the spread of the page. Thia includes 
understanding panel placement, the 

amount of action can be 
contained in a single panel, caption 
and balloon placement, and the 
amount of words per pimel. 

The comic book is a visual medium . 
For the writer, this means learning to 
have an artist's eye. A course in 
journalism is helpful, too, since the 
words themselves must be kept to a o minimum. Yet, the story mu.t be 

well~paced and cohesive, neither 
artwork nor printed word dominating 
They must work togeth.er. 

This is aU part of the basics. Many 
writers prefer to always work with a 
full script, feeling that it helps them in 
planning and seeing the story in 
mind's eye. I find myself in that 
fraternity. I don't know if I'U ever 
"graduate" to descriptive page 
breakdowns. (Or maybe I'm just 
starting to feel comlortable with what 
I already know ... we' ll .ee.) 

It took a while, but I finally finished 
my first script. 11 took numero visits to 
Karen, lots of re·writes, learning, and 
unlearning'. But when ' I fir.t saw the 
pencils of JENESIS done by Mark 
Beachum, it was something hard to 
describe. Sort of akin to the feeling I 
had when I gave birth to my 
daughter . Creativity personified . 
Amazing! 

Since then, I've written three more 
stories . Has it come easier with each 
passing one? Yes and no. I 
understand the mechanici better. My 
dialogue is becoming more polished, 
my pacing more professional. But, I 
still make mistakes. And that's the 
hard part, at least for me. I find 
myself pushing harder all the time, 
getting angry for not being 
SUPERWRITER. I expect more of 
myself with each visit to Karen. Of 
course, she does, too . Sometime., the 
harshest criticism can come from 
inside. 

Are there common factors with us? 
Ta lent? Sure, I suppose. Still, there 
are othel things, some more 
important. Determination to succeed. 
Maturity to handle criticism. Ability 
to fall on your face, get up, dust 
yourself off, and keep going. 
Knowing that other. know more than 
you'do. Accepting that. Wanting to 
learn. Timing . Luck. Discipline. 

Finally, kudos must go to Dick 
Giordano, Sal Amendola, and Karen 
Berger. To Dick, for being the guiding 
light behind the drive to directly 
introduce and instill fresh faces into 
the industry. To Sal, for having the 
patience to listen as we have all cried 
on his shoulder. at one time or 
another. And to Karen, lor having the 
guts to take on a bunch of amateurs, 
and trying to turn us into pros. 

Do I have any personal tips? Well, I 
shouldn't, but....ift through your 
record stack. Take out any John 
Williams score. Put on your 
headphones. Sit down in front 01 your 
typewriter. And write! 

Excuse me. Have to go put the other 
side of THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 
on . 
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MILITARY DIAMOND SALES p.o. Box 1203, Malibu, CA 90265 

Please Ruah : Name of ilem _____ __ . _____ PriceslS _ _ _____ _ 

Ring SIze: Lady's ___ ._ Man'. 
(Use ring ~ize indioatOl' - average man's size: 10 - a-.IIIdy'. size: 8"") 

lag_topay $ _ ._ _ _ ___ l\Nk:e Monthly or" monthly I will pay $ _____ ___ _ 

MyNllme _ _ _ _____ ______ ________ Rank _____ _ _ _ 
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APO or Ctly ______ __ _____ State _ _ ___ Zip Code _____ _ 

Sociel Security /I Discharge Date 

Home Phone ( ) 
ISlalesldel 

HomeAddreaa ISlal9sidei------------- --- - - - ------- --

. _____ _ _____ _ _ State _ ____ Zip Code ______ _ _ 

S~rt or Wife 's Name _ _ _ ._, ___ ,. __ " _ __ . ___ _ _____ . 

Her Address 

Ctly _ . _ ._ . __ ._ ._._ State ___ _ . ____ ZlpCode . ______ . ______ _ 

Send Merchandise to: 
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IT (S MV SeLlEF 
THAT HE AND 
Tl-II5 CHAMPION 

PEI250N Al<E 
COHOI2TSIN 

CI2!MINAL 
ACTlVIIY. 





MOIZ£'HeA ... A CANOPlA).! 
WtTH €MPATH POWEI2S, 
~ISe.o IN P.CI2ECHE­
I=AMIL.Y, Wfn.i NO SENSE 
OF PARel\ITAI.I.OVIf ... 

WHATEVEI2 YOU 6AY. 
He's A THIEF. :x: KNOW 
ABOUT 'THIEVES, DO::TOI2. 
PAKRA7' WAS BOI2N MY 
812OTl1E~ . Tl1Ef2I"S ONL.Y 
ONE WAY TO H~DL.E 

A 'THIEF. ----."', 













WRITE RIGHT NOW-! 
Write advertl.er dlrecl for Informal;on. 

For advertl.'ng ""e. write S. Schwarz &(:0: 
355LEXINGTONAVE N.Y. 10017 

COMIC 
BOOKS 

250,000 in stock , complete Marvel & DC 
Groups from 1935-1983. Also T.V. Guides, 
James Bond, U.N,C.L.E., Doc Savage, 
Mags, Dark Shadows, T.V. Avengers, 
Disney, Movie items, etc. From 1900-1983. 
We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1 ,00 

HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY 
P.O.lox 121, RoMdale , QNS .. N.Y. 11422 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR sa.OO Weights not 
necessary . Nothing else to buy. FAST 

RESULTS. Complete . easy to understand 

i~~~' 0' ~c~o~ur~se~l~s lully illustrated . Monty back if not completely satisfied . 
Special HANOBALANCING lessons 
plus Info on what to EAT for _n 
... '" results included. Sand te : 

PENDULUM PRODUCTS 
Box 246 Dept. 2-V 
Brooklvn. N. Y. 11214 

LAND T CRABS 

EASY CARE! U "" 
MAKE ' GREAT PET~S' 

SEND ONLY:. , 
$4.95 + $1.00 P&H. . 
B.O.P., Ltd., 
76 Maple St, E. Hartford, CT 06118 

** Money ' Back Guarantee ** 

Write advertiser direct 

for information . 

For advertising rates write 

~ ~ '1~'§Iz§' 
FANTASTIC STICKERS 
UFO's. Space Heroes. Sharks 

And More! 
Complete with 3D Glosses 

SEND 

S1 o
•
0 ~~~r. 

Plus 254 to.r · 1410 Lakeview Drive 
postage & Summerville, S.c. 29483 
handling 

STAMP 
COLLECTORS 

FREE • A Unrted States mint souvenir sheet 
is our gift to you with your request for U.S. 
and 'oreign approvals. 

COLONIE, 80)( 12113 
Albany. N.Y. 12212 

re!l= - - -. 7M"'WOG;ii6io.;;;;;,.. -'"11111 I Spy Scope $2.75 with Your Order . 
Powerful , yet fits pocket 

I like p e n . Magnifies Book --- I 
several times original I size. Brings di~tant ob - Safe I 
Jects closer. 6 ' I #6724 .... . - $2.75 $3.75 X-Ray Glasses 1 

~
OLlCE I " STYlE Apparently see bones I 

thru skin, see thru 

I ' . [) looks like attractive book . clothes I Regular size I 
c ,- WI'th combination lock safe glasses WI'th bUilt in 

IHandcuffs' "$6.98 - 1 for valuables . 4 x6xl y, ". optical illUSion. 
Regulation siz e, wi t h #4012 .. $375 #3762. . $1.9B 

I keys . All m et al. "Chrome Add 7 5¢ for shipping: Johnson Smith Company I 
plated steel. . 
#9043 .... " $ 6 .98 Dept . 3302 , Mt. Clemens, Mich . 4a043 I ------------------MARVEL & DC COMICS LOWEST 

All Marvels available from F.F. 1 to presen1. We also cany 
direct sales companies 5 different condilions, very strict 
grading Recent books only 60(. Super last service;satisfac­

I~=:;~~~~~~~~;:;~~;;;:~II tion guaranleed. We also sell bags. boxes. backing boards, 
r Problems Find ing T hat mylar, etc. For catalogue send 25¢ to: J&S Comics. PO Box 

Special Comic? We have Thousands Of 2057, Red Bank. NJ 07701 . 
Comics Competitivelv Priced . For List 
Send 75c ( Refundable With 1st Order) 
To : K&R COMICS 1388 Thomas Place. 

52 001 DYNAMIC-TEN SION 
starts giving result s you can 
feel and your friends will 

says: 
"If y,ou cant 
send you, + 

nolice. Big. useful mu scles. 
Gain wei ght , if needed. Lose 
" pot belly." Send name and 
address for 32 ·page book- FREE. 
CHARLES ATLAS, 49 West 23rd St., 
New York, N. Y. 10010 Dept. 81 E 

send money." 

WRITE RIGHT NOW! 

American 
Red Cross 

March of Dimes 
_IIIRTH OEfEClS FO\JNOj\JION_ 

Write adllertlser direct lor . Information. 
For advertl./ng ,.'e. write S. Schwarz & Co. 

355LEXINGTONAVE N.Y. 10017 



TM indicates Trademark of DC Comics Inc.© 1982 /1982 Remco Toys, Inc . New York, NY 10010 
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OVE.l2GI2OWN NDUNTAIN OF 
MEAT 106GA ~TON 
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5rA170N, 
THA1'S ALL ." 
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Earn PRIZES or $1 .00 per item 
CASH PROFIT! Sell quality 
Olympic produC1s to friends, 
relatives and neighbors, 

Everything you need is sent 
FREEl You pay nothing . .. 
owe nothing . . , return nothing! 

Call TOLL FREE now, or mail 
name, address and zip code to: 
OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC. 
Dept.84NC2 Enfield, CT 06082 

... CAPTAIN "0" OVERH=A~~ 
'MIKE AND ~ENNY TAl-/(ING. 

I'M 6ORE[?! EVeRYTHINS 
COSiE I!JO MUCH! WII$IH 
",,--=I:..H:.:;AD A JO&/ 

HEY JEFF, YOU HAV~ 
A NEAT' ~II<E! 

. . HOW' [? YOU GET' IT? 
~.-.J'"~"''';'' 

CAPiAI N 110 II iOL.C7 
/'toE HOW. ANI? HE: 
CAN HELP YOU, TOO! 

24 HOURS A DAY . . . 7 DAYS A WEEK 
. Including Sunday. Call TOLL FREE 

1-808-528-6644* 
(In Arizona: 1-800-352-0458) 

ASK FOR DEB .• • She will 

©1984 Olympic Saies C lub. Inc 



! 
You can also get a FRBEMatch~bx Car Puffy Stickers 
Collection Poster just for sending in: proofs of purchase 
from 3 different Matchbo?, 3packl? It's a great way to 
decorate your room and show off your new'Matchbox 
Puffy Stickers Collec:tion. ' ' 
But remember, Matchbox Puffy Stickers and Collection 
Poster are only available with new Matchbox 3 Packs. 
So start your collection today! 

(mRTCHBDX) 
..• The Original Collecfibles™ 
. Matchbox is the lrodemorlc of the Matchbox group of companies and is the subject of extensive 
tradem'ork registrations. (Morco registroda) © 1983 Matchbox Internotional, ltd. All rights reserved: 
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